IRB Usability:

Faculty

Testing Instructions
Welcome!

Thank you for participating in the study to improve the Texas Tech University Institutional Review Board Human Subject website. This process will take between 30-45 minutes and will help determine the effectiveness of this website. You will be asked to complete tasks that reflect the work of TTU Faculty.

The purpose of this study is to evaluate the website, not your abilities. Don’t worry if you cannot easily complete each task. Just work comfortably at your own pace. And please provide us with any feedback you have about the website or the testing procedure. You can do this by completing the following questions and by taking a post-test survey.

In the following pages there are several scenarios with tasks for you to accomplish. Please try to THINK OUT LOUD as you perform the tasks. You can do this by voicing your questions, opinions, and reasoning as you work. This will help us understand how users respond to the website.

Thank you again!

I. This is your first time to perform human subjects research at Texas Tech University, and you need information about TTU policies and getting Institutional Review Board approval.

A. Locate the “How to Get Started” page on the site.  
1. What committee oversees human subjects research? 

___________________________________________________

2. What is your first step toward gaining IRB approval for your research? 

___________________________________________________

II. You are observing the public behavior of students in the TTU library. You want to know if you need IRB approval to conduct this research. 
A. Find the page that explains exemptions from TTU IRB approval.
1. What is the title of this page?
_________________________________________________

2. Do you need TTU IRB approval to observe these subjects?

_________________________________________________

III. Your research is funded entirely by the National Science Foundation. 
A. Using this website, determine whether or not you need TTU approval to proceed with you study.

1. Is TTU approval necessary when TTU is not funding your research?

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. What is the title of the page in which you found this information?

_________________________________________________

IV. You are creating a consent form for your human subjects. 
A. Find the page that explains the necessary components to a consent form.
1. Please list three essential elements of a consent form.

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Under what circumstance do you NOT need to include all of these elements?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

V. You have a few questions about proposal forms which you were not able to answer with the information online.

A. Find the appropriate person to contact with your questions.

1. Who would you contact?

_________________________________________________

2. How can you get in touch with him or her?

_________________________________________________

